
Post-Disaster Rapid Damage Assessment 

Last September 26, 2009, Typhoon Ondoy 

struck Metro Manila. It started with a minor rainfall 

to downpours equal to that of nearly 3 months of 

rainfall. People underestimated the typhoon which 

nearly killed hundreds of Filipinos living in Metro 

Manila. Houses of the rich and especially the poor 

where damaged. Some even lost their homes. 

Last September 30, 2009, after the disaster, 

TAO-Pilipinas, together with its partner community 

organizations, conducted a Rapid Post-Disaster 

Damage Assessment of three sites in Navotas City: 

Road 10, Barangay Tangos, Barangay Tanza. The 

assessment aimed to determine how many were and 

the extent of the damage to communities in the 

aftermath of typhoon Ondoy.  

Post-Disaster Rapid Damage Assessment of Road 

10, Navotas  

Roof and Wall damage. 

In the investigation, numerous houses in 

FCNA, SAPIPA and SRR had parts of their walls 

and roofs destroyed or blown-off by strong winds 

during the typhoon. To protect themselves from the 

rain during the onslaught, some wrapped their roof 

with plastic or tarpaulin, tied the roof beams or 

weighed the roof down with rocks, wood, used tires 

and concrete hollow blocks.  

 

 

 

 

Bamboo was also used to prop/reinforce 

light structures. Damaged plywood walls were 

covered in plastic to prevent rain from seeping 

inside the house. Some used old GI sheets. 

The people kept the plastic and tarpaulins in 

place in anticipation of future typhoons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flooding 

Many houses in FCNA and SRR were 

flooded, some as deep as 3ft because their houses 

are partly underground. R-10 was flooded during 

the typhoon and water went inside the community 

through the drainage canals. The water did not stay 
Roof and Wall Damage at SAPIPA area (some 

with temporary repairs done) 

 

Roof and Wall Damage at SRR 

 

 Roof and Wall Damage at FCNA 

 



long after the typhoon as water drained easily into 

Manila Bay. 

The people said they were lucky that it was 

mainly the wind that they had to contend with 

during the typhoon unlike other communities that 

got totally submerged by the flood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Disaster Rapid Damage Assessment of 

Tangos, Navotas 

Apogan and Dulong Tangos 

 

 

Assessment of two coastal areas in Tangos, 

Navotas showed minor effects of Typhoon Ondoy 

on the lives of people. Flooding did occur in some 

parts but receded after the high tide. Major damages 

were on houses along the coast located at highly 

exposed areas. Two houses were noted totally 

destroyed, walls and roofs were blown away and 

only posts were left standing. Five families share 

one house and four of them now seek shelter in their 

neighbors’ house. One family was able to get 

financial support from his employer to rebuild a 

small shack were his family now lives.  Another 

family of a grandmother and her grandchild live in 

another house that was completely destroyed. They 

now rent a small room in a neighbor’s house. All 

the affected families have no money to rebuild their 

house.  

One mother whose house is still standing or 

leaning had her house wrapped in old tarpaulin that 

served as roof and walls. It withstood Typhoon 

Ondoy.. However, it still needed good repair.  

Wawa and S.Roldan 

 The area was not that affected by the flood. 

Some of the roofs of the houses were blown away 

 

A basketball court in SRS  that is 

perennially under water, overflowed 

during typhoon Ondoy and flooded lower 

parts of the SRR community  

 

Flooding at SRR 

Flooding at FCNA, some as deep as 3feet 



by the strong wind of the typhoon. However, they 

fixed it right away using recycled building 

materials. One father said that it is easy to rebuild 

the roof using ropes to tie the joints. 

 The area, on the other hand, needed some 

medicine because most of them got colds, cough 

and fever due to the bad weather, 

Post-Disaster Rapid Damage Assessment of 

Tanza, Navotas City 

The local government of Navotas City did 

not declare a state of calamity for the city after 

Typhoon Ondoy because of the relatively lesser 

degree of damage it caused in the area. (This 

incidence of lesser flooding and damage was 

reportedly attributed by the city mayor to the 

functioning “bombastic” pumps installed by the 

local government.) As a result, calamity funds were 

not released to provide post-typhoon relief packages 

to affected communities. 

Bicol Area and Chungkang Area 

 

Typhoon Ondoy did not cause severe 

flooding in these areas and the community was not 

evacuated. Minor damages to the roof and walls of 

the houses were immediately repaired after the 

typhoon. Nevertheless, the community still 

expressed the need for relief packages because of 

the negative impacts of the typhoon and subsequent 

Metro Manila-wide flooding to their livelihoods, 

especially for those who earn on a daily basis. 

Fishermen were not able to go out into Manila Bay; 

laundrywomen were not able to service homes 

(outside Navotas) that were flooded; store helpers 

were not able work in the severely flooded areas. 

MASAGANA Area 

 

On Typhoon Ondoy’s landfall, the 

community was evacuated to a nearby public school 

because the flooding level has almost reached the 

second floor of their houses-on-stilts. They were 

able to go back to their homes the next day. Almost 

all of the houses in the community of 120 

households (MASAGANA members and non-

members) were partially damaged by the typhoon 

and needed shelter repair. The relief package that 

they received from the barangay captain contained 

only 42 cans of sardines. Apart from shelter repair 

materials and food rations, the community 

expressed the need for medicines. 

 


